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environment with men and women of resource dependent families in the coastal areas. 
CNRS (Centre for Natural Resource Studies) An NGO working for the conservation of 
ecosystems and the promotion of community-based adaptation through the 
management of natural resources for the coastal settlements of Bangladesh. 
District (first tier of administrative unit) Formed by local Government in Bangladesh. 
Bangladesh has 64 districts.  
Division (First-level administrative seat in Bangladesh). Bangladesh has 8 divisions 
in total. Khulna is one of the eight division and 3rd largest city.  
Gram (Village) A village/ gram is administratively a clustered community or the 
smallest social unit. Each village is designated as a ward. A union consists of nine 
villages.  
Haat (A weekly local open-air market) In the rural context, haat is an important 
gathering place that is held once or twice a week. 
Immobility (Not moving) Climate induced immobility is framed as ‘non-evacuation 
behaviour’ applicable to women in the coastal context of Bangladesh. 
Kacca road (Muddy road) In the context of the village, most of the connecting roads 
are unpaved/ muddy roads which create problems for people during the rainy season. 






Latrine (Known as pit latrines) Latrine distributed by Local Govt. or NGOs to ensure 
safe sanitation for poor coastal households in Bangladesh, manufactured with three 
concrete rings and a slab. 
Matbar (The village informal local leader, called Morol or Matbor). Matbor plays an 
important role to solve social problems in village context. 
Nakshi Kantha (Handmade sewing traditional products) Produced by rural women. 
BRAC is helping to empower the rural women by involving them in this production. 
Parishad (Council) Formed by local Govt. Union Parishad chairman within the Upazila 
is considered as the member of the parishad 
Para (Neighbourhood) An important relational fabric in a community in a village 
context, especially in women-to-women neighbourhood relationships. 
Post-Aila (After cyclone Aila in 2009 is the period of ‘post-Aila’) Refers to the aftermath 
of Category 1 Cyclone ‘Aila’ that hit the South-western Bangladesh in May 2009.  
PSF (Pond-sand-filter) Widely used as for the filtration of pond water as for alternative 
safe water sources, such as for cooking purposes in coastal context. Pucca road 
(paved roads of cement or brick) In coastal village context paved roads are 
uncommon. 
Salish (Traditional mechanism for village dispute settlement, less formal than the 
village court) 
Samaj (society) Religious community which helps to structure local village societal 
organization. 
Sari (Traditional long cloth) An everyday cloth for South Asian women in rural context, 
a cultural identity.  
Soil salinity (Rising sea levels cause soil salinity) In coastal context of Bangladesh 
soil salinity has had a major impact on the agricultural sector and drinking water 
sources. Climate change poses a major soil salinization risk. 
Salt-tolerant vegetables (Salinity resistant crops) Due to the high level of soil salinity 
in the coastal areas, it is unsuitable to produce normal traditional crops, that transform 





Union Parishad/ Union council (Called as Union or rural council) Formed under the 
local Government, a smallest rural administrative unit. A union council consisting of a 
chairman and twelve members. Three member seats are reserved for women. There 
are 4554 unions in Bangladesh. Each Union has nine wards. 
Union Members (An important role of a union in village context). Union Parishad 
consists of twelve members among them three seats are reserved for women. 
Upazila (Sub-district) Second lowest tier of administrative unit of local Government in 
Bangladesh. Bangladesh has 492 upazilas. Upazilas are further divided into union 
parishads (UP).  
Uthan (Courtyards). In rural context, the domestic outdoor space or a shared 
courtyard space in between the houses is called uthan, where the women spend 
important day-time activities and the domestic chores.   
Ward (Electoral subdivision). Usually, a village is designated as a Ward. Each Union 






Women in Bangladesh are highly exposed to the effects of climate change. 
Bangladesh is a cyclone and flood prone area; where coastal women are deprived of 
access to resources (e.g. information, knowledge and education). Women’s 
vulnerabilities are further exacerbated by socio-cultural and religious factors that lead 
to a lack of communication with outside actors. The contribution of women to climate 
change adaptation has been largely ignored across all levels of society, by members 
within the family, community, policymakers and beyond; thus, women’s capacity for 
adaptation is heavily constrained.  
This thesis reports a mixed method study in the coastal village of Gabura Union under 
Shyamnagar upazila of Satkhira district in Bangladesh; an area that is at risk of 
frequent severe cyclones. For example, Aila in 2009 and Sidr in 2007 have ongoing 
impacts on communities, such as soil salinity because of prolonged period of seawater 
inundation. This study explores women’s adaptation to climate change through 
analysis of empirical data under several theoretical threads: the role of local 
knowledge, the contribution of types of social capital and the significance of place 
attachment in understanding of women’s place-based adaptation.  
The thesis firstly highlights the ways women develop livelihood capacities by engaging 
with aid agencies and developing innovative adaptation strategies based on their local 
knowledge and social relationships, in the absence of their male community members. 
Secondly, among the three most commonly identified forms of social capital (e.g. 





catastrophe due to male community members’ out migration. Over time, developing 
linking social capital with NGOs helps strengthen bridging social capitals with other 
community women through development of novel livelihood responses. A third area of 
the thesis highlights the role of place and how women’s attachment to place helped 
enhance their adaptation responses by making use of a range of livelihood capitals.  
Overall, the findings support calls to reconsider the role of women in adaptation to 
climate change and provide recommendations for considering the intersection of 
gender and climate change adaptation. In this regard, the thesis establishes the 
importance of strengthening and broadening linking social capital to develop more 
gender inclusive adaptation responses (e.g. to ensure women and men can participate 
in climate change programs equally) to develop tailored adaptation action in a post-
disaster context.  
Keywords: Bangladesh, women, local knowledge, social capital, place attachment, 
place-based adaptation and climate change  
 
 
  
